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CITY OF FLAGSTAFF 

SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION 

ONLINE MEETING 

MICROSOFT TEAMS 

THURSDAY 4:30 ð 6:30 PM 

April  28, 2022  

 

Vision:  The City of Flagstaff is a culture and community that thrives in response to the Climate 

Crisis. 

 

Mission:  To advise Sustainability Section Staff on matters related to climate and sustainability, 

support community projects through Neighborhood Sustainabil ity Grants, and provide feedback 

to the City Council on sustainability issues. 

 

1. Call to Order  

 

Chair McCain called the meeting of the Sustainability Commission held April 28 th, 2022, to 

order at 4:30 pm. 

 

2. Roll Call  

__X_ Chair McCain  __X__ Commissioner Konkel 

__X__ Vice Chair White  ____ Commissioner Dailey 

__X__ Commissioner Steiger 

 

____ Commissioner McCormick 

Others present: Katie Irwin (Minutes), Marissa Molloy (Staff Liaison), Nicole Antonopoulos 

(Staff), Sara Dechter (Presenter), Jenna Ortega (Presenter), Jenny Niemann (Presenter), Eric 

Davis (Housing Commissioner), Jacquie Kellogg (Housing Commissioner), Tyler Denham 

(Housing Commissioner), Elizabeth Richardson (Member of the Public) 

 

3. Land Acknowledgement  

 

The Flagstaff City Council humbly acknowledges the ancestral homelands of this areaõs 

Indigenous nations and original stewards. These lands, still inhabited by Native 

descendants, border mountains sacred to Indigenous peoples. We honor them, their 

legacies, their traditions, and their continued contributions. We celebrate their past, 

present, and future generations who will forever know this place as home. 

 

4. Public Comment  

 

Public Participation enables the public to address the Commission on any subject within 

their jurisdiction that is not scheduled before the Commission on that day. Due to Open 

Meeting Laws, the Commission cannot discuss or act on items presented during this portion 

of the agenda. To address an item that is on the agenda, please use the Teams Chat function: 
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simply type in ôpublic commentõ to indicate to the Chair that you would like to comment. 

The Chair will then recognize you when it is time for public comment, and staff will unmute 

your microphone if needed.  

 

No Public Comment 

 

5. Approval of Minutes   

 

Moved by  Commissioner  Steiger , seconded by  Commissioner Konkel to approve the 

March 24 th , 2022 minutes.  

 
Vote: 4-0 Unanimously passed 

 

6. Business 

A.   Joint Housing/Sustainability Commission Meeting Debrief  

Chair McCain 

Requested Action: Informational 

 

Chair McCain held a debrief on the March 24th joint Housing and 

Sustainability Commission meeting and the April 28 th Housing 

Commission meeting.  Several Housing Commissioners were present for 

the discussion. He noted concerns and questions that the Housing 

Commissioners had in the April 28th Housing Commission meeting, as 

well as potential for future collaboration.  

 

Commissioner Konkel asked what collaboration had been decided in the 

previous meeting. Chair McCain said nothing had been decided, but he 

thought there was room for a joint working group and annual joint 

meetings.  

 

B.  Flagstaff Regional Plan Update    

Sara Dechter, Associate Planner, City of Flagstaff  

Requested Action: Informational and Discussion  

 

Sara Dechter, Associate Planner, presented on the Flagstaff Regional Plan. 

Ms. Dechter requested that the Commissioners complete the digital 

whiteboard so she can lead a Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and 

Threats (SWOT) activity in the May Sustainability Commission Meeting.  
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C.         Climate Ambassador Training Part Three  

Jenna Ortega, Climate Engagement Coordinator, City of Flagstaff 

Requested Action: Informational  

 

Jenna Ortega, Climate Engagement Coordinator, facilitated the final 

portion of a three -part training.  

  

Ms. Ortega asked Commissioners to share why climate action is 

important and what benefits climate action brings. Additionally, she 

asked the commissioners who could and should take climate action. 

Commissioner McCain shared his concern for system changes being an 

integral part of change in comparison to individual action. He reminded 

the Commission they hold systemic power that can be demonstrated in 

their actions. Commissioner Steiger echoed Commissioner McCainõs 

concerns looking at corporation level change. 

 

Ms. Ortega asked the Commissioners what motivates them to take 

climate action. Commissioner McCain stated that his motivation comes 

from the reduction of human suffering. Commissioner Steiger stated that 

the ability to enjoy the planet is her motivation.  

 

Ms. Ortega asked the Commissioners to share their experiences with 

communication regarding climate change.  Chair McCain discussed a 

conversation he had with a community member after writing a letter to 

the editor.  Chair McCain recommended a book, Less is More, by Jason 

Hickel.   

  

Commissioner McCain appreciated with Ms. Ortegaõs examples of racism 

as a common ground for a model to emulate. Commissioner White 

asked for suggestions on how to communicate to individuals who 

associate climate denial with their personal identity.  Ms. Ortega 

responded by suggesting asking questions, listening, and avoiding 

offensive comments. Elizabeth Richardson, member of the public who 

works with the Coconino County Health Department, compared the shift 

in thinking for climate change to Covid and racism. 

   

Commissioner McCain asked Ms. Ortega what has been successful in her 

experience for getting people organized.  Her response included the 
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importance of working with likeminded people.  Starting small and 

building upon that momentum is what keeps her going.  

  

D.     Staff Update  

Jenna Ortega, Climate Engagement Coordinator, City of Flagstaff  

Requested Action: Informational 

 

Ms. Ortega gave a presentation on Sustainability Staff activities.  

 

Chair McCain asked for more details on the NACET project. Nicole 

Antonopoulos , Sustainability Director, commented on the event and 

gave recaps of the award-winning projects, including Windswept Farms, 

a project focusing on reducing food waste ; Volcon labs, a project 

focusing on real time greenhouse gas inventory; and Restoration soils, a 

project focusing on keeping materials out of the landfill.  

  

E.         Update on Lone Tree Intersections   

Jenny Niemann, Climate Program Manager, City of Flagstaff  

Requested Action: Discussion and Potential Vote 

 

Jenny Niemann presented an update on the Lone Tree intersections.  

 

Vice Chair White asked for visuals of the intersection options. Ms. 

Niemann stated that there was a link to the presentation with the visuals 

sent out in the agenda materials. She also shared her screen for 

clarification.  

 

No further vote or discussion was taken by the Commissioners. 

 

7. To and from  ð All  

 

Ms. Molloy shared information about upcoming hybrid meetings.  The Staff 

Conference Room will be reserved.  More details will be provided closer to the first 

hybrid meeting in June.   

Ms. Antonopoulos mentioned the re will be a meeting at the Thorpe Park Annex 

between 11:00 am -2:00 pm this upcoming Saturday, April 30th, to discuss options 

for future use of th at location. More information will be sent to the Commissioners.  
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Ms. Molloy added that Sustainability Staff will take turns doing the Staff Updates 

and that the Neighborhood Sustainability Grant Final Reports will take place in the 

May Sustainability Commission meeting.  

 

8. Future Agenda Item Requests  

 

None 

 

9. Adjournment  

 

The meeting of the Sustainability Commission on April 28th, 2022, adjourned at 

6:20 pm by Chair McCain. 

 

  
 

CERTIFICATION OF POSTING OF NOTICE 

 

The undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of the foregoing notice was duly posted at Flagstaff City 

Hall on   , at    a.m./p.m. in accordance with the statement filed by the 

Disability Awareness Commission with the City Clerk. This notice has been posted on the City's website 

and can be downloaded at www.flagstaff.az.gov. 

 

Dated this   day of    , 2022. 

 

   _____________________________________  

   Marissa Molloy, Sustainability Commission Staff Liaison  
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